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Year 6 – Spring 1: The Ancient Greeks
Links to past and future learning
Historical studies of other periods through KS1 and lower KS2.

Key Vocabulary
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Core Value Focus

Critical thinking, respect compassion.

Sticky Knowledge & Skills
Ancient Greece timeline
1700 BC - start of the Ancient Greek empire
776 BC - The first Olympic Games
508 BC - Democracy began in Athens
432 BC - The Parthenon was finished
356 - 323 BC - Alexander The Great’s life
146 BC - The Romans conquered Ancient Greece

Democracy
- The Athenians invented democracy, a system that allows citizens to vote on important matters. 
- In the 6th century BC, Cleisthenes helped to introduce a new political structure of demokratia or ‘rule by the people’. It was one of the earliest examples of democracy in history and is one of Ancient Greece’s most lasting legacies.
- Government officials were elected by the citizens. However women, children and slaves could not vote. 
- The Assembly was made up of 60000 male citizens and made the laws of the land. The Council was made up of 500 citizens who
made up laws for the Assembly to consider.

Education
● In Sparta, reading and writing was unimportant; boys learnt to be good
fighters.
● In Athens, citizens had to be educated to take part in voting in The
Assembly.
● Schools were not free so only the wealthy could afford to go. Greek
girls were not allowed to go to school. Athenian boys started school at
7 and stayed until they were about 14. They learned reading, writing
and maths in the mornings and went to wrestling school in the
afternoons.
















	





	History (Ancient Greece)

	When did the Greek empire begin?

When did the Romans conquer Greece?

What are empire, civilisation and democracy?


How was Athens ruled?

What made ancient Greek fighters so powerful?


Name 3 important Greek achievements.

What are the similarities and differences between Athens and Sparta?




[bookmark: _GoBack]How does ancient Greece still influence us today?

	1700BC

146BC

A group of countries ruled by one leader; society, culture, and way of life of a particular area; rule by the people

By democracy

They had advanced techniques for fighting; they lined up and locked their shields together with just their spears pointing over the top.

Developing democracy, the Olympic games, buildings such as the Pathenon.

The people of Athens valued art, culture, and education. The people of Sparta valued strength, simplicity, and military skills. Government Athens was a democracy, though only free men could take part in government. Sparta was primarily a military state.

The Greeks invented much of modern mathematics, sculpture, philosophy, science and even medicine. 
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Who were the Ancient Greeks? Tim of events Vocabulary
7768C | The First Olympics takes place. Acfopolis A fortress within a large
The Ancient Greeks lived in Greece and the | | 61pc | A lawyer named Draco introduces strict new laws in top of 2 hill. The Acropolis in Athens is
countries we now call Bulgaria and Turkey Athens that are punishable by death. the most famous one.
over 4000 years ago. The two most These are called Draconian laws. Agora A meeting place in the centre of
portant cities in Ancient Greece were FiTee || T e s e L Ancient Greek cities.
508BC | Democracy is introduced in Athens. Leading to a Golden | | | Athens A powerful Greek city-state and where
o T STETE Democracy was born.
4908C | Battle of Marathon, when Athens defeated the Persian City state A city along with surrounding areas
e e that rules independently (Athens and
468BC | The theatre becomes a very popular form of Sparta are two examples).
e — ‘The stage of human social and cultural
development and organisation that is
4328C | The Parthenon is bult. considered most advanced.
431BC | The Peloponnesian war, in which Sparta eventually Culture The ideas, customs/habits, and public
Rnciont 404BC | defeated Athens. behaviour of a particular people or
OREECE 386BC | The famous philosopher Socrates is put to death for society.
corrupting the young people with his teachings. Oligarchy "Atype of government where power s
Ancient Greek Myths 323BC | The Ancient Greeks begin to lose power and the Ancient held by a few people.
Created thousands of years ago, Greek Romans start to gain power. Olympics. A sporting event held by the Ancient
myths were epic stories about Greek 146BC | Rome conquers Greece making it part of the Roman Greeks every four years.
gods, Empire. sparta A powerful Greek city-state and rival to
passed down over generations. They are Athens, Sparta's culture was based
often about heroic battles and terrible around warfare and battle.
creatures, and taught the importance of ‘stadion ‘The original Olympic event, the stadion
bravery, intelligence, and right and wrong. ‘was a running race the length of the
They showed that even the gods, like stadium..
mortal men, could be punished or Titans The Titans were the first Greek gods.
rewarded for their actions. Details of these They were overthrown by their
ancient tales have been found on children, the Olympians.
everything from pottery to temples to Olympics The acropolis Trade This is the buying and selling of goods.
stone statues!
Tyrant The ruler of a Greek city-state, a tyrant
Greek myths were a huge part of the ‘was like a king. Today the word tyrant
religion in Ancient Greece, and offer a is used to describe a ruler who rules
glimpse into the lives of the ancient unfairly or unjustly.
people who told them. Aspartan soldier  coin Mount Olympus
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