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Highfield Hall Primary School
Special Educational Needs Information Report
At Highfield Hall we believe that all children:
· have the right to a broad and balanced curriculum

· should be able to make progress appropriate to their ability 
· should be helped to achieve their full potential 
We welcome and value all children whatever their ability or their difficulties. We recognise that there are some children who have additional needs which may mean that they need extra or different provision to enable them to access the curriculum and achieve their potential.

At Highfield Hall the SENCO has overall responsibility for children with additional needs throughout the school but the day to day responsibility for their learning and well being lies with the class teacher. The SENCo is Anna Higham. If you wish to speak with Mrs Higham, please contact the school office on 01246 273534. 
We expect that all members of the school community, including the children, will learn and understand that different children have different needs and that every child must be valued; in this way Highfield Hall will achieve its aim of being an inclusive school.  All staff are aware of their responsibilities towards pupils with SEND and a positive and sensitive attitude is shown towards all pupils by adults in school.   

If you are a parent with a child at the school and you have any concerns about any possible additional or special needs that your child may have you should talk to the class teacher, Mrs Higham (SENCo) or Dr Bywaters (Head). If you are thinking of sending your child to Highfield Hall you should have a chat with one of us. 
Training

Dr Bywaters (Head) and Mrs Higham (Deputy Head) hold the National SENCO training. Mrs Webster (Y4 teacher and phase leader) also holds the SENCO qualification, and is our Senior Mental Health Lead. We have had additional training this year on sensory processing issues, Autistic Spectrum Disorder and ADHD – these priority areas are based on feedback from staff. In the past we have had training on being a dyslexia friendly and autism friendly school and on working with children with an attachment disorder. 
Admission Arrangements 

No pupil will be refused admission to school on the basis of his or her special educational need. In line with the SEN and Disability Act we will not discriminate against disabled children and we will take all reasonable steps to provide effective educational provision.   

Early Identification

In order to help children as much as possible we are committed to early identification. We start to gather information at an initial meeting with parents prior to admission and the base-line assessment on entry into Nursery. Other information comes from:
· class teacher discussions  
· discussion with parents 

· information from day to day teacher assessments

· assessment information from tests  
· tracking individual pupil progress over time 

· information from previous schools on transfer 

· information from other services 
Where a teacher has concerns about a child, they will ensure that class-based support is appropriate, and then if the concerns persist, make an internal referral to Mrs Higham (SENCo). This may then lead to more targeted intervention within school, and/or referrals to outside agencies such as the Educational Psychologist or Speech and Language services.
Working with you
Concerns are discussed with parents as a matter of priority, particularly where we feel a referral to an outside agency may be a good idea. We know that this may be a difficult conversation and will always try to maintain a positive approach to give confidence to both you and your child.

Working with your child
We recognise that under the Code of Practice all pupils have the right to be involved in making decisions and exercising choices. Where appropriate pupils are involved in reviewing their progress.

Curriculum provision 
In order to meet the learning needs of all pupils, teachers differentiate work as a matter of course. They work to meet individual learning needs and to mark work and plan homework effectively. Where pupils are identified as having additional or special educational needs, the school will make reasonable adjustments and provide for their additional needs in a variety of ways.  
The range of provision may include: 

· in class support for small groups from a Teaching Assistant  

· small group withdrawal with TA 

· individual class support / individual withdrawal 
· further differentiation of resources 
· specific intervention work 
· provision of alternative learning materials/ special equipment 
· staff development/training to undertake more effective strategies

· support with any emotional or social difficulties
· Nurture provision in our Nurture Room
Children identified as having Special Educational Needs will have a one page profile, which is completed with the child and their family. These also set out individual plans, as appropriate, with targets and any provision made that is additional to and different from usual classroom provision and concentrating on three or four targets that closely match the pupil’s needs. These are reviewed termly, with additional support put in place where the provision is not meeting the needs of the child. 
The governor with responsibility for overseeing the work of the school in this area is Stuart Yeowart.
See also the school SEN Policy and the Derbyshire Local offer   http://www.derbyshiresendlocaloffer.org/
Complaints

If you have a complaint about the SEND support provided for your child, please follow the complaints procedure as set out here.
